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As in the past years, 2009 proved to be quite an eventful year for SAM, in our quest 
for a better environment for all.  We continued our efforts with various programmes 
and activities in Sarawak and West Malaysia. 
 
Among some of the major highlights of our work during the year include the following:   
 
 
PENINSULAR MALAYSIA 
 
1. Complaints and General Correspondences 
 
SAM wrote to the relevant authorities on environmental complaints received from the 
public and through monitoring of newspapers.  More than 130 issues were dealt with 
and about 230 letters written and taken up with the authorities.  The issues covered a 
whole range of environmental problems relating to logging, quarrying and mining, 
forest destruction, environmental pollution, land reclamation, fisheries etc.  
 
Among the important issues included the aquaculture project in Setiu, Segari, Kuala 
Kurau and Kuala Selangor; mining in Raub, Pahang; quarry in Temerloh, Pahang; 
forest destruction and proposed dam project in Terengganu; hydrocarbon hub in 
Kedah and petrochemicals industry in Johor. 
 
It is clear that are many environmental issues needing in depth attention, as 
environmental violations continue, and policy responses and law enforcement are 
inadequate.  
 
2. Seminars, Workshops and Education activities 
 
During the year, SAM conducted around 12 programmes for local communities on 
environmental issues and around 8 programmes and 30 exhibitions and workshops 
for schools and universities.  
 
The programmes for communities were carried out in the states of Penang, Kedah, 
Johor, Melaka and Perak. As for the schools and universities, students from most of 
the states in the Peninsular were involved. 
 
SAM continues to conduct mangrove campaigns with 6 established community- 
mangrove projects and nurseries in Langkawi, Tanjung Piai, Kuala Kurau, Air Itam, 
Penang and Merbok. SAM also organized a nationwide mangrove replanting 
program on 27th December 2009 in various parts of the country with the support of 
local fisher community groups. A total of 7,000 mangrove saplings were planted in 7 
locations in the country simultaneously and received very good press coverage. The 
plantings were done to remember the Asian tsunami tragedy which killed hundreds of 
thousands of people in the region and caused much devastation.   

 
The fishing communities with whom SAM works have pledged to ensure that 
mangrove forests will be protected and regenerated wherever possible as they also 



 

 

support fisher folk livelihoods.  Around 700 people were involved these activities.   
 
SAM has been able to promote the concept of Community - Based Marine  and 
Coastal Resources Management. SAM and National Fisherfolk Network are actively 
involved in the National Replanting Committee, of the Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Environment. Our efforts have received recognition from national and 
international bodies i.e. Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment, University 
Science Malaysia as well as the United Nations' University. 
 
The campus environmentalist program (CARE), has been able to build more than 20 
core activists and continues to flourish in universities and teachers training colleges 
especially in the northern peninsular. More than 500 students had been involved in 
CARE programs.  
 
Young Environmental Activists (ARAS) programmes for teenagers had been 
conducted in Penang and Kedah.   
 
 
3. Support for Local Communities 
  
SAM continued to support local communities who fighting to protect their 
environment.  Among the most major cases pursued during the year involved the 
continued campaign to Save Gunung Jerai from a massive quarry project and the 
Raub gold mine project. 
 
The Jerai quarry matter was taken up to the High Court which rejected the case 
brought by the community challenging the legality of the project, as it had been 
approved contrary to the Yan Structure Plan. The community then appealed to the 
Court of Appeal which allowed our appeal. The quarry company then appealed to the 
Federal Court, which rejected the appeal and allowed the community to further their 
action with the High Court again. The matter is currently pending. 
 
On the Raub gold mine, the case commenced in 2008 in the High Court which 
continued into early 2009. The case by the community for a detailed environmental 
impact assessment was rejected by the High Court and the community has now 
appealed. SAM and its lawyers are assisting the community with further actions and 
appeals to the authorities, in view of complaints from the people about health 
impacts. This matter is also still being actively pursued.  
 
SAM continues to support the Malaysian Fisherfolk Network or 'Jaring' to address 
problems faced by the fishing community from the states of Johor, Melaka, Penang, 
Kedah, Perlis and Perak. Among the issues addressed by JARING and SAM 
included   trawling, destructive nets, coastal development and coastal community 
rights, marine ecosystem destruction (sea grass, mangrove and corals), aquaculture 
and deep sea fishing. Currently, SAM is assisting JARING to cater 22 local fisherman 
groups from 6 states. 
 
 
4. Wildlife Issues 
 
SAM has been very involved in taking up important issues in relation to wildlife 
protection and wildlife trade. We continued to advocate for a more comprehensive 



 

 

Wildlife Act, as well as in combating the illegal trade in wildlife. Issues handled 
included turtles in pet shop, snakes smuggling, bears for petting, tigers, orang utan, 
predator fish, frogs, illegal import of birds of paradise, the use of animals in research 
and the state of our zoos.      

 
5. Press Releases 
 
From time to time, press releases and letters to the editor were sent on a range of 
environmental issues including wildlife and conservation issues, environmental 
pollution and planning. 
 
 
6. International/Regional Meetings 
 
SAM was also represented in several international meetings of FOEI and FOE 
partners in relation to climate change, forests, GMOs and shrimp aquaculture.  
 
At the international level, SAM has been playing a critical role on the issue of climate 
change, biofuels, illegal timber trade, and deforestation.  
 
SAM is also a very active member and on the Executive Committee of ASIA (Asian 
Solidarity Against Industrial Shrimp Aquaculture) - a recently formed network which 
deals with industrial shrimp expansion. 
 
SARAWAK 
 
Hydro-energy, undersea cables and smelters 
 
1. The memoranda for the aluminium smelter and undersea cables are underway. 
The research for the aluminium smelter has been completed but needs to be 
updated. The research for the undersea cables connecting Bakun and Peninsular 
Malaysia is being done. The memorandum for this will be completed in 2010. 
 
2. The Bakun case i.e the appeal brought by 5 longhouses against the State 
Government of Sarawak was heard in the Court of Appeal in Kuching, Sarawak, in 
December 2009. 3 judges deliberated on the case with lawyers on both sides 
submitting extensively. The judges informed the lawyers that they will deliver their 
decision in January 2010.  
 
In the meantime, works on the dam continued. There were intermittent news of the 
stage of construction of the dam. There was also news that because of the financial 
crisis, Rio Tinto may pull out of the aluminium smelter contract. However, the 
discussion on the construction of the undersea cables continued to be in the media.  
 
On both the aluminium smelter and the undersea cables, SAM questioned the 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment on the EIA reports. There were no 
responses. Follow-ups will be done in 2010. 
 
Community mobilisation & Workshops/Dialogues 
 
SAM conducted about 10 workshops/dialogues in Bintulu, Baram and Belaga for the 
whole of 2009. Following is a brief. 



 

 

 
(a) SAM organised a workshop in Marudi, Sarawak, the home of our Sarawak office. 
This was held in January 2009. The reason the workshop was organised here was 
that it was difficult for SAM staff to get through to the nearby longhouse residents on 
the impacts of logging and plantation affecting them.  This was because they were 
very much controlled by their headmen and politicians. Most of our work were 
concentrated in areas away from Marudi itself. 
 
Around 48 participants from 22 longhouses turned up for this one day workshop. 
SAM had also invited an NCR lawyer to attend this workshop and impart his 
knowledge to the participants present. 

 
The objective of the workshop was to educate the villagers on their rights and create 
more awareness on the actual impact of the plantation expansion. One outcome of 
this workshop was the setting up of the Linei-Marudi Land Action Committee Action 
Committee made up of 15 committee members. The second outcome was the 
preparation & sending of a memorandum addressing the problems of the Samling 
Reforestation Project to the Chief Minister and the Rural Development Minister of 
Sarawak. 
 
After the plantation workshop held in Marudi and the creation of the Linei-Marudi 
Action Committee, there has been much progress with affected communities living 
nearby Marudi. This Action Committee has begun writing letters to a sub-contractor 
of Samling demanding for compensation for destroyed lands and to the Health 
Department asking them to intervene to ensure adequate water supply from 
government aided gravity feed supply. The Action Committee made up of 28 
longhouse representatives are opposing Samling’s reforestation project. As a result 
of their intervention, the Health department has issued out warnings to logging 
companies to stop polluting the water source. Currently only two areas in Ulu Linai 
and Ulu Ridan are affected by Samling’s reforestation area. The others have not 
been affected yet. But this Action Committee has begun acting vigilantly to ensure 
there are no encroachment, pollution and destruction of their land and forests. 
 
(b) More than 150 indigenous persons attended this celebration at Uma Bawang 
between Nov 26 and 28, 2009. The celebration organised by Uma Bawang 
Residents’ Association (UBRA) & Sahabat Alam Malaysia (SAM) was held to 
commemorate the arrests of 42 Uma Bawang villagers by the police in 1987. They 
were detained following efforts to protect their native customary rights over their land 
by setting up blockades to stop the encroachment of loggers. However, the 
detainees were released after two weeks without charges. Having sued the 
Malaysian government over the illegal arrests, the Malaysian courts created history 
when it ruled on behalf of the villagers eight years later. 
 
During this recent celebration, the participants, made up of ethnicities of Penans, 
Kayans and Ibans, came together from near and far to make this event a success. 
The one-day celebration was dotted with empowering speeches, experience 
renditions, traditional games and competitions, and a visit to the Uma Bawang 
Reforestation Project site. 
 
The objectives of this celebration were: 
 



 

 

1. To provide indigenous people in Sarawak the opportunity to share their 
experience and stories in their effort to defend their NCR over their lands. 

 
2. To celebrate the customs, cultures and traditions of indigenous people in 

Sarawak. 
 

3. To instill and encourage the spirit of cooperation and build up strength to fight 
as one in championing the rights of indigenous people. 

 
To disseminate updated information on latest developments and current issues 
which are related to native customary rights. 
 
Most of the participants said the celebration was enlightening and inspiring because 
of the participation of various fighters who spoke about their struggles. They said it 
was empowering to be in the company of each other who have fought against 
developments on their land and how they continue to vehemently object such 
encroachments.  
 
(c) SAM lent moral support to the Bintulu Iban folks affected by the large scale 
expansion of a plantation scheme. The residents of Nanga Satai, Binyo, Bintulu 
organised a traditional celebration of appeasing the spirits of the land and 
rehabilitating the land plundered by outsiders. Called the Adat Bebuling Menoa, 
about 100 people turned up for this celebration. During this celebration too, SAM 
took the opportunity hold a mini workshop to educate the residents on their rights as 
well as study the weaknesses, strengths and commitment of the residents against 
this huge plantation company, Grand Perfect Sdn Bhd. SAM has established a very 
good working relationship with longhouse residents in the Bintulu area where 
previously we had difficulty in getting though due to lack of resources and good 
contact persons.  
 
Community development project 
 
There were at least 10 visits by SAM staff and volunteers to the 3 main community 
development project areas in Long Belok, Long Nen and Sg Keluan. 
 
1000 young ‘Kapur’ (Dryobalanops aromatica) trees were planted in Long Belok. The 
trees were planted to rehabilitate the forest as well as to bring back the wild animals.  
 
The new community development project that was supposed to be launched in a 
Penan village in Long Bangan had to be cancelled.  
 
This project did not go as planned because there  
- lacked cooperation among the villagers.  
- lacked leadership. No one to lead the villagers as seen in Long Belok and Long 
Nen. 
- was no initiatives on the part of the villagers to start this project. 
 
Hence, SAM thought that it would be a waste of finances and resources to continue 
this project in Long Bangan. However, we did try the initiative in the beginning. 
 
The community development projects in Long Belok, Long Nen and Sg Keluan have 
been progressing well. In both Long Belok and Long Nen, there were some clearing 



 

 

of underbrush to make way for planting of indigenous plants. 
 
In Sg Keluan, besides looking after their land and forests, the villagers embarked on 
extending their longhouse by building additional rooms to accommodate more people 
and to get it ready as a training centre as well. 
 
Our volunteers in Long Belok and Long Nen come to Marudi once a month to give 
their reports on the projects in their villages. 
  
Mapping 
 
In 2009, the plantation map was updated at least 2 times and at least 30 sketch 
maps were produced or updated. SAM managed to improve the map for plantations 
where on the map, we also indicated location of longhouses. We previously never did 
this.  
 
SAM has now a more systematic way of preparing and producing maps in relation to 
identification of plantation areas, catchment areas, individual community boundary 
and land use areas and forests. Each of these maps is updated periodically based on 
information received from various sources. The mapping team has been trained 
adequately to ensure that any information received are checked and verified properly. 
 
These maps are important to identify areas which have been largely affected by 
development aggression. SAM uses the maps during education and awareness 
workshops as well as on field visits. In 2009, the plantation map was updated at least 
2 times and at least 30 sketch maps were produced or updated. 
 
Unfortunately due to the many problems in the State of Sarawak, we have been 
unable to begin the process of mapping logging concession areas. What we have in 
our possession are old information way back which relate back to 1980s. We have 
not been able to obtain any new information from the State despite the fact that we 
have requested numerous times and sent many reminders. 
 
Penan Problems 
 
(a) SAM assisted the Sarawak Penan Association with their Annual General Meeting. 
At the AGM, many issues and strategies were discussed about the encroachment of 
logging and plantation companies into native customary land. 13 Penan villages from 
Sungai Pelutan, Apoh, Tutoh and Patah came together to target 5 main logging and 
plantation companies operating within their areas. The companies targetted were 
Baya Lumber, Samling, KTS, Shin Yang and Interhill Logging Sdn Bhd. 
 
In August 2009, about 300 Penan from 12 longhouses came together and protested 
against the State Government’s policies which denied their rights to land and hence, 
livelihood. 3 areas were blockaded in Long Nen, Long Bangan and Long Belok, all in 
the Middle Baram area. Lories were not allowed to enter areas belonging to the 
Penan community.  The blockades were up for more than a month and it crippled the 
logging companies’ businesses. These companies could not remove the forest 
produce. The State Assemblyman for the area and other agencies held several 
meetings with the Penan people pleading for the blockades to be removed. They 
refused until the authorities agreed to their demands. In Mid September, Penan 
leaders were pressured into removing the blockades. SAM received news that the 



 

 

blockades were forcibly removed by the police under much protest from the people. 
The State accepted the Penan’s demands orally and refused to sign any agreement 
stating that they will fulfil the demands. To date, nothing has materialised besides 
rhetorics. 
 
(b) After the blockades in the Baram, a follow-up dialogue session was held with the 
Sarawak Penan Association to draft a set of proper demands to the State 
Government. About 32 people attended this meeting to do a post-mortem of the 
protests and to prepare an adequate memorandum to the State Government based 
on the demands by the Penan group. The memorandum was later sent out to the 
State. The outcome of the memorandum was that the Government will set aside land 
for the Penan and they would have to move to this new area. This was announced at 
the end of last year in the newspaper by the local State Assemblyman for Telang 
Usan. The SPA is very upset over this and plan to protest against this idea. 
 
Lobbying, research & others 
 
SAM continued to meet actively with the Human Rights Commission (SUHAKAM). 
We attended at least 1 major meeting on the plan to construct more hydro-electric 
dams in Sarawak. Together with other civil society organisations, SAM voiced our 
objections to the constructions of more dams. At the same time recommendations 
were proposed to SUHAKAM who in return agreed to raise them with the 
Government.   
 
SAM has established a good working relationship with Parliamentarians and State 
Assemblypersons (in Sarawak). We are now able to call them or email them 
whenever we need assistance in highlighting certain issues. At the same time, one or 
two of them were helpful in the arrest of natives for protesting against land 
encroachments. They took the initiative to go to the police station to find out what 
happened and reported back to us.   
 
A staff meeting was conducted in KL in December 2009. All Penang and Marudi staff 
attending this meeting where there were in depth discussions about activities 
completed in 2009, evaluation of our work, staff problems and expectations and the 
drawing up of the 2010 workplan. In 2009, we hired two additional staff who will work 
on mapping, making short films/documentaries, researching, campaign issues and 
lobbying activities. The small band of staff are young, energetic and tight knit as well 
as hard working.   
  
Legal cases 
 
SAM now has 6 cases in court all at various stages of pre- trial, trial and appeal. 
Apart from these 6 cases, another 3 were settled out of court, struck out from court 
as it was no longer active and pending final settlement of compensation awarded by 
the court. 5 more cases have not been filed in court yet as the lawyers are doing the 
ground work for these cases including collecting evidence, recording history of 
occupation & settlement, finding suitable persons to be parties in the case, etc.    
 
All cases concern the encroachment by logging, plantation, the construction of a 
dam, and construction of logging roads all on native customary land. 
 
Complainants, visitors and issues 



 

 

 
Throughout 2010, SAM received about 561 local visitors/complainants and 6 foreign 
visitors. Complaints handled by SAM included IC problems, pollution, construction of 
aluminium smelter, encroachment into native customary land, boundary conflicts, 
mapping of boundaries, submission of GPS data for production of maps, non 
payment of compensation by companies or government, passing on documentary 
and oral evidence for court cases and other minor issues.  
 


