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SAHABAT ALAM MALAYSIA 

 

REPORT OF ACTIVITIES FROM JANUARY TO DECEMBER 2010 

 

Introduction 

 
This report for the year 2010 is presented in two parts. Part 1 relates to work undertaken 
in the Peninsular while Part II presents the work done in relation to the Sarawak 
programme. As can be seen, the work for the year was indeed challenging with numerous 
environmental related issues that needed attention. 
 
Part I – Peninsular Programme 

 

1. Complaints and General Correspondences 

 
SAM wrote to the relevant authorities on environmental complaints received from the 
public and through the monitoring of issues in newspapers.  More than 150 issues were 
dealt with and about 260 letters written and taken up with the authorities.  The issues 
covered a whole range of environmental problems relating to logging, quarrying and 
mining, forest destruction, dam-building, environmental pollution including the 
controversial rare earth plant in Gebeng, Kuantan, fisheries and mangrove destruction, 
climate change etc.  
 
Among the main issues that were addressed during the year included the proposed quarry 
in Temerloh, Pahang; forest destruction in Perak; proposed iron ore processing plant in 
Perak; reclamation project in Melaka; mangrove forest destruction in various parts of the 
country; proposed hydroelectric dam in Hulu Terengganu; and the controversial rare 
earth plant in Gebeng, Kuantan.  
 
In relation to the rare-earth plant, SAM has been working with the local communities on 
the ground and to share its experience as regards the Bukit Merah Asian Rare Earth plant. 
Together with CAP, SAM has been actively engaged in research, monitoring and 
advocacy related activities related to the Lynas Rare-Earth Plant.   
 
It is clear that there are many environmental issues needing in-depth attention, as 
environmental violations continue, and policy responses and law enforcement are 
inadequate.  
 

2. Seminars, Workshops and Education activities 

 
During the year, SAM conducted around 15 programmes for local communities on 
environmental issues and around 10 programmes and 36 exhibitions and workshops for 
schools and universities. SAM managed to built contacts and community-links in each 
area of work. Most of them are involved in our trainings programs and workshops. The 
programmes for communities were carried out in the states of Perlis, Penang, Kedah, 
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Johor, Melaka, Terengganu, Pahang and Perak. As for the schools and universities, 
students from most of the states in the Peninsular were involved. 
 
SAM continues to conduct mangrove campaigns with 7 established community- 
mangrove projects and nurseries in Langkawi, Tanjung Piai, Kuala Kurau, Air Itam, 
Seberang Perai, Merbok and Sungai Batu Besi. From time to time SAM in collaboration 
with the fisher community organized mangrove campaigns including planting mangroves, 
hands on training on mangrove nursery management and awareness to the young 
generation. We also organized our annual mangrove replanting program on 26th 
December to remember the Asian tsunami tragedy which killed hundreds of thousands of 
people in the region and caused much devastation. This event has support and 
involvement of local fisher community groups, universities students and the local 
community with the collaboration of other NGOs and agencies. To date, we have planted 
more than 150,000 mangrove saplings. The fishing communities with whom SAM works 
have pledged to ensure that mangrove forests will be protected and regenerated wherever 
possible as they also support fisher folk livelihood.  Around 700 people were involved 
these activities.   
 
The campus environmentalist program (CARE), has been able to build more than 26 core 
activists and continues to flourish in universities and teachers training colleges especially 
in the northern peninsular. CARE is active in USM and IPTB. Workshops are held in the 
universities and their volunteers are involved in a number of SAM activities from surveys 
to education programmes. There are plans to widen the activities of CARE to other 
universities such as in UPM, UIA, UniKL, KUSTEM and UPSI. More than 600 students 
have been involved in CARE programs. SAM managed to also gather a number of 
educators from teacher training colleges to the CARE meetings and workshops with the 
hope of building a network of environmental educators. This group will then be 
responsible to conduct further training to build student activists. 
   
3. Support for Local Communities 

  
SAM continued to support local communities who fighting to protect their environment. 
SAM continues to support the Malaysian Fisherfolk Network or 'Jaring' to address 
problems faced by the fishing community from the states of Johor, Melaka, Penang, 
Kedah, Perlis and Perak. Among the issues addressed by JARING and SAM included 
trawling, destructive nets, coastal development and coastal community rights, marine 
ecosystem destruction (sea grass, mangrove and corals), aquaculture and deep sea fishing. 
Currently, SAM is assisting JARING to cater to 22 local fisherman groups from 6 states.  
 
On the other issues, SAM supported the local community in Temerloh, Pahang against 
the proposed quarry site at the Gunung Jebak Puyuh. A memorandum to the Mentri Besar 
was sent. 
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4. Wildlife Issues 

 
SAM has been very involved in taking up important issues in relation to wildlife 
protection and wildlife trade. We continued to advocate for a more comprehensive 
Wildlife Act, as well as in combating the illegal trade in wildlife. Issues handled included 
stray dog shooting and abuse, release of monkeys into forests without surveying the 
release area, tigers, orang-utan, gorillas, disappearing bird species and the use of animals 
in research and the state of our zoos as well as opposition to the idea of keeping wildlife 
for tourist attraction.   On the international front, SAM supported international wildlife 
groups to pressure the return of Safari World’s more than a 100 orangutans which were 
constrained in squalid, cramped conditions and used for shows.   
 
5. Press Releases 

 
From time to time, press releases and letters to the editor were sent on various issues that 
we have been working on. 
 
6. International/Regional Meetings 

 
SAM also assisted Friends of the Earth International in hosting its Bi-annual General 
Meeting in Penang as well as a pre-conference on ‘Forests, Biodiversity and Indigenous 
Peoples’ Rights’. This 2 day conference involved about 90 participants from all 7 
continents. Participants included indigenous and community representatives from 
Malaysia, Guatemala, Nigeria, Ghana, Uganda, Philippines, Indonesia and Papua New 
Guinea.  
 
SAM is on the Executive Committee of FOEI as well as on the Board of the Friends of 
the Earth’s Asia-Pacific region. SAM was also represented in several international 
meetings of FOEI and FOE partners in relation to climate change, forests and shrimp 
aquaculture.  
 
SAM is also a very active member and on the Executive Committee of ASIA (Asian 
Solidarity Against Industrial Shrimp Aquaculture) - a recently formed network which 
deals with industrial shrimp expansion. SAM is also actively involved with the 
international fishery networks such as South East Asia Fisheries for Justice (SEAFISH), 
World Forum of Fishers People (WFFP), and the International Collective in Support of 
Fishworkers (ICSF). 
 
 

Part II – The Sarawak Programme 

 
During the year, SAM was engaged in the following activities:  
Community mobilisation workshops/dialogues; undertaking of community development 
projects; assisting communities with mapping of their native land boundaries; Paying 
special attention in addressing the issues related to the Penan communities; undertaking 
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research, lobbying and advocacy efforts relating to forests and Indigenous peoples’ 
issues; and the undertaking legal cases.  
 

Below we provide some highlights of the our work during the year. 
 

(i) Community mobilisation & Workshops/Dialogues 

 
SAM conducted about 10 workshops/dialogues in Bintulu, Baram and Belaga for the 
whole of 2010 on sustainable agriculture, plantation issues and indigenous peoples rights.  
 

(ii) Community development project 

 
SAM staff and volunteers made at least 10 trips between the Marudi office and the CDP 
sites in Baram with two more communities in Long Kevok and Long Daloh (both in the 
Baram region). Although begun in small scale, the villagers here have been enthusiastic 
about wanting to rehabilitate their degraded forest area and planting of medicinal plants. 
The other 3 CDP sites – Sg Keluan, Long Belok and Long Nen have established this 
project and looking for other more willing communities to replicate what they have done.  
 
The community development project in Long Belok and Long Nen continued to progress 
well. In 2010, about 500 jathropha seeds were planted in Long Nen along with 150 
Meranti (Shorea) and Kapur (Dryobalanops aromatica) seeds. The Meranti and Kapur 
seeds were collected from their communal forests and replanted in the nursery at Long 
Nen. Once the trees reach a certain height, the community will replant them in their 
communal forest area which have been degraded.  
 
In Long Belok, the community development project manager has begun identifying 
medicinal plants, labelling them and replanting them near their longhouses for their own 
use.  
 

(iii)  Mapping 

 
In 2010, altogether 31 types of maps were produced relating to boundary and land use for 
communities living in the areas of Bintulu and Miri. 180 maps were printed for 
community use. The communities used these maps for the preparation of their court case 
and negotiations with companies and Government authorities.  
 

(iv) Lobbying, research & others 

 
In 2009, a memorandum on plantation problems in Sarawak was sent to the Ministry of 
Plantations, Industries and Commodities. The Minister invited SAM for meeting in 
November 2010. SAM staff met with the Minister and his aides.  
 
SAM also worked on a dossier showcasing the work done for the past 3 years since 2008.  
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A book on forestry governance was produced in 2010. This took months of research and 
writing to complete. It is currently being edited and finalised. The book is entitled ‘The 
Trouble with Forestry Governance in Malaysia’. It provides a critical analysis of the lack 
of proper governance in the forestry sector in the country and challenges the 
sustainability claims by the government about Malaysia’s forestry.    
 
5 press statements were prepared and sent to various press. These press statements were 
on the Bakun case, water shortage, pollution of water, wrongful arrest of a community 
leader and a critique on the land exchange system brought up the Chief Minister of 
Sarawak. 
 

(v) Legal cases 

 
There were 3 active cases in 2010.  A short summary of 2 of the active cases is as 
follows: 
 
Bakun Dam Case - The 5 longhouses living in Upper Balui affected by the Bakun dam 
lost their appeal in the Court of Appeal. The case which was heard early this year in 
Kuching Sarawak affirmed the decision of the High Court Judge. The case has never 
been heard on its merits and was thrown out on a technical point. The dam was 
impounded late last year which caused a rise in water upstream and dry up in the river 
downstream. Folks in the 5 longhouses had to move to higher ground and set up their 
new longhouses. At least 2 longhouses have been seeking the assistance of the local 
authority to help re-build their longhouses and requested for a school and clinic to be 
build within their vicinity. Their requests have been heard but not fulfilled. 
 
Jalang Anak Paran & another - This was a case where the Plaintiffs were landowners 
whose land were taken away by the State Government and the now defunct Borneo Pulp 
& Paper company for the construction of a pulp mill. This case was filed some time in 
2000. We lost the case at the High Court a few years ago and only this year came up for 
hearing on appeal. We filed the appeal. At the Court of Appeal, we lost the case as the 
court was not convinced about the arguments on native customary rights. We appealed 
against the decision of the Court of Appeal. We currently wait for the matter to be fixed 
for hearing at the Federal Court. 
 

(vi)  Visitors 

 
We received about 814 local visitors to our Marudi office, with many complaints regarding 
lack of identity cards, land encroachments, pollution of water catchment area, request for 
mapping to be done and flooding in the village. We also received 13 foreign visitors 
comprising of journalists, researchers and activists. 
 
 
 
 
 


