SAHABAT ALAM MALAYSIA
REPORT OF ACTIVITIES FROM JANUARY TO DECEMBER 2014
During the year, SAM undertook many activities both in Peninsular Malaysia and Sarawak. This
report is in two parts, highlighting the major activities in the two regions of our work viz.
Peninsular Malaysia and Sarawak.
A. Peninsular Malaysia
1.

Complaints and General Correspondences

SAM took up several environment related issues via complaints from the public and through the
monitoring of newspapers. We followed up on major environmental issues through sending
letters to the authorities, highlighting in the media and sharing in SAM’s facebook page. The
issues covered a whole range of environmental problems relating to logging, land reclamation,
aquaculture, development on hills, quarrying and mining, forest destruction, fisheries,
environmental pollution, etc.
Among the major issues and campaign followed-up include:
Call for ban of trawling in Malaysian waters
Sand mining at rivers in Kedah, Perak and Kelantan
Save the Segari Turtles and Coastal Hill Forest Campaign, in Perak
Vale iron ore distribution plant at Teluk Rubiah, Manjung, Perak
Proposed development in Sungkai and Simpang Pulai, Perak that will impact Orang Asli
communities
Shallow river threatens activity of fishers in Kuala Trong, Taiping, Perak
Limestone quarrying in Gua Musang, Kelantan
Conversion of forest for monoculture tree plantation in Kelantan
Contamination of water supply for Orang Asli community in Gua Musang, Kelantan
Shallow river mouth affects activities of fishers in Kampung Sungai Gali, Bachok, Kelantan
Illegal clearing of Bukit Relau, Penang
Off-shore development proposal in western coast of Penang
Protest encroachment and felling of mangrove trees in Sungai Tembus, Penaga, Penang
Protest aquaculture project in Penaga, Seberang Perai Utara, Penang
Pollution of river in Kampung Lalang, Benta, Kuala Lipis, Pahang due to iron ore mining
Pollution of Sungai Dungun in Terengganu
Dust pollution from train station affects health of students in Padang Besar, Perlis
Paddy husk pollution in Kampung Tengku Laksamana, Kuala Kedah, Kedah
Major wildlife and animal welfare issues that were followed up in 2014 are as follows:
Killing of strays through lethal injection
Call for formulation of Farm Animal Welfare Act
Animal welfare in zoos
Call for animal welfare education in schools
Deaths of pygmy elephants in Sabah
Appalling treatment of animals at Gaya market in Kota Kinabalu, Sabah
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Scrap sturgeon farming project in Pahang as sturgeon is prohibited from entering Malaysia
Call for action against elephant abuse at A Famosa resort in Malacca
Malaysia becoming a favourite transit point for smugglers
Giant pandas in Zoo Negara
Marine animals in Light Waterfront Project, Penang
Gigantic catch by fishers
Status of fireflies in Malaysia
2.

Seminars, Workshops and Education activities

SAM organized and participated in meetings, dialogues and workshops with the authorities and
local communities on environmental issues. A major event that was conducted is a seminar on
forestry to discuss governance and forest policies held in Kuala Lumpur on 28 January 2014.
The seminar saw presentations from government, SAM and academia in view of improving
current laws and policy on the management of forests and natural terrestrial areas in Peninsular
Malaysia.
SAM also conducted a meeting with NGOs and community groups on 12 October 2014 in Kuala
Lumpur. The meeting was attended by 40 participants comprising of ad-hoc action committees
formed to object destructive development projects at and near forests, environmental NGOs,
Community Based Groups, fisher groups and indigenous peoples association. The purpose of
this meeting was to share information and coordinate activities related to environmental issues.
The groups formed a loose network to conduct joint programmes and support campaigns to
show solidarity and assist each other for a common cause. With this network, SAM’s advocacy
work and lobbying for better policies and forest governance will be strengthened.
SAM continued with our campaign to Save the Segari Turtles and Coastal Hill Forest campaign.
Several awareness raising programmes for communities and students were conducted to gain
more support to conserve the area. Online signature campaign (83,548 signatures) and 1,300
postcards were submitted to the Perak government. The positive result of our efforts is that till
now two proposed industrial projects here have yet to commence, hence potential impact to the
coastal area and livelihood of fisher community had been evaded.
SAM is part of the Federal Government initiated technical committee on coastal forest
rehabilitation through replanting mangrove and other suitable species in coastal areas. SAM’s
involvement in the meetings is an avenue for SAM to link and build rapport with the Forestry
Department from different states in order to present our case.
SAM continued its mangrove and coastal tree species replanting activities. On 15 March 2014,
60 beach strand forest species were planted in Pasir Panjang Recreation Forest, Perak. A total
of 500 mangrove saplings were planted in Pontian, Johor on 5 April 2014 and another 500
saplings were planted in Kubang Badak, Langkawi, Kedah on 6 September 2014.
SAM set up a booth at the Mid Valley Shopping Mall in Kuala Lumpur from 19 – 21 September
2014 during the Kuala Lumpur Photography Festival 2014 - KLPF 2014). SAM put up a banner,
showed videos, displayed photographs, streamers, hung buntings, and laminated news articles
regarding activities of the Save Segari and Coastal Hill Forest Campaign. There were a few
thousand visitors to the festival as it was a weekend.
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3.

Support for Local Communities

SAM continued to work with JARING (a coastal fisher network) members in Johor, Melaka,
Penang, Kedah, Perlis, Perak, Terengganu and Kelantan. We conducted a workshop and
annual meeting with JARING members in Teluk Senangin, Perak in November 2014. Among
the issues addressed by JARING and SAM include trawling, use of destructive nets, coastal
development, and degradation of coastal and marine ecosystems.
A meeting was held between SAM, JARING and the Fisheries Department on 21 May 2014
regarding the re-zoning of fishing area for coastal fisheries i.e. 1 to 8 nautical miles and no
fishing zone from the shore to 1 nautical mile.
A dialogue was conducted between authorities such as the Fisheries Department, Marine
Department, Maritime Enforcement Agency, Drainage and Irrigation Department, Fisheries
Development Board and fishers from Johor Selatan in Kukup, Pontian. The dialogue held on
30th September 2014 was well-attended both by the fishers and authorities.
Training for community activist was conducted in Teluk Senangin, Perak on 8-9 November 2014
using the “Training for Activist” module produced by SAM. SAM is also assisting coastal
communities in Pulau Indah, Klang, Selangor and Pulau Langkawi, Kedah to set up a
mangroves education centre and nursery.
4.

Memoranda submitted
SAM submitted a memorandum to the relevant Ministries and agencies outlining the
weaknesses and gaps in Forestry law and policies based on our own analysis and from
proceedings of the seminar held in January 2014. We have received positive response from
the Wildlife Department that the issues raised by SAM are justified but there needs to be in
depth review and consultation with all stakeholders because it involves policy matters.
Memorandum calling for ban on trawling was submitted to the Prime Minister, Agriculture
Ministry and Fisheries Department. A ban on trawling from the shore to 12 nautical miles
will be enforced from January 2016.
Memorandum on sand-mining submitted to the relevant authorities and State governments.

5. Press Conference and Press Releases
SAM organized several press conferences and also produced press releases as well as wrote
‘Letters to the Editor’ on many issues ranging from wildlife matters to environmental pollution,
natural resources depletion and adverse impacts of projects. A total of 22 press releases and 10
letters to the editor were produced during the year.
6. International/Regional Meetings
SAM attended FOEI Excom meetings last year as a member of the Executive Committee.
Besides this, SAM participated in several international meetings of FoEI and FoE partners. They
are the FoE Asia Pacific General Assembly in Philippines and the FoEI Bi-Annual General
Meeting in Sri Lanka.
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B.

Sarawak activities

Visitors
SAM Sarawak office received about 444 visits from communities and outsiders in 2014. Visitors
who came to the office were concerned about the registration of residents’ associations in
Bintulu, Tubau, Bakong, Miri and Baram; non-payment of compensation by logging and
plantation companies in Lubok Aman, Marudi, Long Miri, Sg Buri, Bakong and Bintulu;
preparation of sketch maps of customary territory for communities affected by plantation,
national parks and logging; assisting in the filling up of application forms for subsidies for the
planting of rubber and oil palm; birth certificates; and Bantuan Rakyat 1 Malaysia (BRIM).
Complaints
SAM helped the Long Miri community to raise a complaint regarding illegal logging of the
Tapang species in their area. The complaint was raised with the Forest Department and they
acted upon the complaint and immediately stopped it. At the same time SAM also issued a
press statement regarding illegal logging. This was covered by a number of newspapers and the
Chief Minister of Sarawak made a statement to go after those who were carrying out logging
illegally.
SAM also assisted the Sungai Buri community whose customary land was being illegally
logged. Besides that they also found that the company was illegally logging in the Lambir
National Park. Through the help of SAM, the community sent protest letters to the Forest
Department and the company. The department acted on the complaint and the illegal logging
stopped.
In 2014, SAM Sarawak assisted 10 longhouse residents to register their residents’ associations.
SAM also conducted one programme to build the capacity of committee members of these
associations in using a computer, filling in the ROS forms online and preparing simple narrative
and financial reports for submission. SAM also assisted two associations obtain RM10,000
grant each from the federal government to upgrade matters concerning security in their villages.
The Forest Ddepartment invited the Baram Penan Women’s Association (PWPBS) for a
meeting to find out the needs of the Penan women’s group. Representatives from SAM also
attended this meeting. This consultation was called after the memorandum prepared by PWPBS
and SAM was sent to the authorities. The department learnt about the problems faced by the
Penan women and discussed how some of these issues could be overcome by the department.
Sustainable Agriculture Programme
SAM prepared an exhibition booth during the Baram Regatta and displayed some of our organic
vegetables as well organic fertilisers that we made at our training centre. We received many
visitors and we even had officers from the Chief Minister’s office visiting our booth and
interested in our project and wanting to contribute. Many people want to buy our saplings and
they want to replant in their land too. In August 2014, SAM successfully set up a nursery shed in
our training centre in Lubuk Nibung with 3,200 local tree species like Kapur, Engkabang and
Meranti. The saplings are now ready to be sold to anyone who is interested in purchasing. At
the same time, SAM received a new request from the Long Miri community who wanted to start
a nursery in their longhouse. In 2014, they successfully planted 1,200 local tree species of
Kapur and Engkabang in their community agriculture centre in Sungai Kelameh.
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Women
In 2014, through the workshops/meetings/dialogues we had with indigenous communities, there
was a larger participation of women. At least 40% of participants were women. There is an
automatic participation of women in all programmes when organised with communities wherein
SAM need not stress the attendance of women.
Indigenous women have now taken on a stronger role and are making demands for their wellbeing. A women to women exchange programme conducted especially for women expressly
saw this. The increased participation of women and not just in name is a positive indication of
the years of work engaging with women and the slow process of changing the mindset of a
patriarchal society.
Staff Capacity Building
Two of SAM Penang staff were sent to Marudi to learn about surveying and producing of maps.
The skills acquired would be used for SAM’s work on the monitoring of forests and destructive
development in Peninsular Malaysia. All staff were educated on issues concerning climate and
the forests including on the issue of REDD+ and the status of negotiations at the international
level. These issues were timely given the massive floods that affected the east coast of
Peninsular Malaysia and caused damages and loss at the end of 2014.
Documents prepared & sent
Memoranda, letters to government authorities and other documents prepared in 2014:
A letter to the Forest Department protesting against the establishment of the Binyo Penyilam
National Park.
A letter to the Chief Minister of Sarawak on the issue of illegal logging and the failure of
Sambas Timber Pte Ltd paying compensation to the villages for logging illegally on their
land.
A letter to the Lands and Surveys Department to protest against the warning issued to the
Rh Sengok longhouse community for occupying their customary land.
A memorandum on the weaknesses of EIA in Sarawak and recommendations for
improvements to the State Government of Sarawak and Department of Environment. The
Federal Department of Environment replied that measures are continuously taken to
improve EIA mechanism and to deal directly with the Sarawak State Government regarding
Sarawak laws.
Legislator Briefing No. 1 – Judicial Decisions
Website and Social Media
SAM’s website was completed in form but materials have not been uploaded in full. The website
is not fully functional yet. As at end of December 2014, SAM had about 1,400 followers on its
Facebook site. All information including press releases from SAM are shared via SAM’s social
media sites.
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