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SAHABAT ALAM MALAYSIA 
REPORT OF ACTIVITIES FROM JANUARY TO DECEMBER 2013 

 
During the year, SAM undertook many activities both in Peninsular Malaysia and Sarawak. This 
report is in two parts, highlighting the major activities in the two regions of our work viz. 
Peninsular Malaysia and Sarawak 
 
A. Peninsular Malaysia  
 
1. Complaints and General Correspondences  
 
SAM took up several environment related issues via complaints from the public and through the 
monitoring of newspapers. We followed up on 27 major environmental issues through writing 
more than 50 letters to the authorities, highlighting in the media and sharing in SAM’s facebook 
page.  The issues covered a whole range of environmental problems relating to logging, land 
reclamation, aquaculture, development on hills, quarrying and mining, forest destruction, 
fisheries, environmental pollution, etc.  
 
Among the major issues and campaign include: 
• Save the Segari Turtles and Coastal Hill Forest Campaign, in Perak 
• Logging in Bikam Forest Reserve, Perak 
• Tasik Bukit Merah Forest Reserve Encroachment, Perak 
• Quarry and cement plant in Gopeng, Perak 
• Settlers in former forest reserve in Lenggong, Perak 
• Logging in Amanjaya Forest Reserve in Perak 
• Vale iron ore distribution plant at Teluk Rubiah, Manjung, Perak  
• Use of banned Apollo nets in Kerian, Perak 
• Logging and destruction in Pondok Tanjung Permanent Reserved Forest 
• Stench from feed-processing mill in Kampung Kedai Dua, Kuala Kurau, Perak. 
• Extraction of Laterite in Relau, Kedah 
• Dumping of pesticide containers in MADA irrigation canals, Kedah. 
• Stench from factory effluents in Sungai Petani, Kedah. 
• Limestone quarrying in Gua Musang, Kelantan 
• Sand mining at rivers in Kedah, Perak and Kelantan 
• Forest plantation in Kelantan 
• Waste and chemical odour in Tumpat, Kelantan. 
• Solid waste pollution in Pantai Irama, Bachok, Kelantan. 
• Petroleum Industry hub in Pengerang, Johor 
• Coastal reclamation in Klebang, Melaka 
• Illegal clearing of Bukit Relau, Penang 
• Off-shore development proposal in western coast of Penang 
• Iron dust pollution in Nibong Tebal Penang. 
• Encroachment of wetland area in Tasik Bera, Pahang. 
 
 
Major wildlife issues that were followed up in 2013 are: 
• Exotic meat trade  
• Impact of lenient sentence on wildlife traffickers   
• Consider alternatives to culling macaques  
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• Deaths of pygmy elephants in Sabah 
• Roads and highways turning into killer zones  
• Underwater aquariums are no place for marine creatures  
• Elephants’ habitats and food source depleting  
• Wildlife poaching 
• Seized ivory missing 
• Scrap sturgeon farming project in Pahang as sturgeon is prohibited from entering Malaysia 
• Call for action against elephant abuse at A Famosa  resort in Malacca 
• Animal welfare in zoos    
• Malaysia becoming a favourite transit point for smugglers 
• Save our fragrant timber from poachers  
• Save firefly colonies in Selangor  
• Giant pandas coming to Zoo Negara   
 
2. Seminars, Workshops and Education activities  
 
SAM organized and participated in 28 meetings/dialogues/workshops with the authorities and 
local communities on environmental issues. A major event was SAM’s seminar on “Coastal 
Development: Impacts to the Environment & Communities” held in Kuala Lumpur on 17-18 
December 2013.  The seminar saw presentations from government, fisher communities and 
NGOs and was attended by more than 70 participants.  
 
SAM officially launched Save the Segari Turtles and Coastal Hill Forest campaign on 5 June 
2013. Several awareness raising programmes for communities and students were conducted to 
gain more support to conserve the area.  Online signature campaign and postcards were also 
distributed. 
 
SAM also participated in two workshops organized by the DOE in view of improving the 
effectiveness of Environmental Impact Assessments reports and procedure. SAM as a member 
of thec on replanting mangrove and other suitable species in coastal areas headed by the 
Forestry Department attended meetings with other NGOs and community groups.  

SAM continued its mangrove replanting activities.  On 24 August, 600 mangrove saplings were 
planted in Merbok Forest Reserve with MRSM, Forestry Department and students from Jalan 
Paya Besar. On 28 September, 200 saplings were planted in the same forest with Kelab Puncak 
in collaboration with the Forestry Department. In Langkawi, we planted 350 saplings early 
November whilst 800 saplings were planted in Pontian, Johor on 10 – 11 December.  On 7 
December, after cleaning the beach in Segari, Perak, SAM with UPSI undergraduates planted 
70 beach strand forest species provided by the Forestry Department. 
 
3. Support for Local Communities  

  
SAM continued to work with JARING (a fisher network) members in Johor, Melaka, Penang, 
Kedah, Perlis and Perak. New networks were created in other locations such as in Klebang in 
the state of Malacca, Setiu in the state of Terengganu and Sungai Sepetang and Teluk 
Senangin in the state of Perak. We have also established new fisher contacts in Kelantan.  
 
We conducted a workshop and annual meeting with JARING members in Parit Buntar, Perak on 
29-30 June 2013.  The capacity building workshop was organized to build their skills and 
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motivate the local fishers. Dialogue with fisher communities were held in Teluk Senangin, Perak 
on 7 July 2013 and in Kerian district, Perak on 28 September 2013. 
 
Among the issues addressed by JARING and SAM included trawling, use of destructive nets, 
coastal development and coastal community rights, marine ecosystem destruction, aquaculture 
and other issues related to fisheries and marine.  
 
Training for community activist was conducted in Taiping, Perak on 15-16 September using the 
“Training for Activist” module produced by SAM. 
 
4.  Memorandums submitted and presentation of papers  
 
• Represent community at public hearing in Bandar Seri Manjung, Perak on 18 March 2013 
• Submitted memorandum to DOE in Putrajaya on 3 June 2013 in collaboration with JARING 

regarding coastal development issue in Pengerang. 
• Submitted memorandum to MNRE on 26 August 2013 to urge Perak government to cancel 

proposed industrial projects in Tanjung Hantu, Perak. 
• Present paper at International Conference on Sustainable Development of Tropical Coastal 

Zones in Port Dickson on 5 September 2013 - titled “Mangrove Rehabilitation Initiatives By 
Coastal Fisher Communities In Adapting To Climate Change and Ensuring Sustainable 
Livelihood” 

• Submitted SAM position paper on Judicial Decisions to European Commission and other 
NGOs in Europe. 

• Submitted SAM’s position paper on ‘Legal Implications on Indigenous Customary Rights 
Judicial Decisions’ in Tokyo to the government officials and NGOs. 

• Submitted a memorandum on behalf of Persatuan Wanita Penan Baram Sarawak to the 
State Government and Ministry of Women Affairs on problems faced by Penan women.  

 
5. Press Conference and Press Releases  
 
SAM organized several press conferences and also produced press releases as well as wrote 
‘Letters to the Editor’ on many issues ranging from wildlife matters to environmental pollution, 
natural resources depletion and adverse impacts of projects. A total of 14 press releases and 22 
letters to the editor were produced during the year. 
 
A television channel planning on broadcasting environmental issues on Environment Day in 
June 2013  approached SAM for input on issues pertaining to the Kelang River, Selangor.  
During the video documentation SAM staff highlighted the importance of the whole river system 
which ultimately flows into the sea and the threats.  The documentary titled Simfoni Alam was 
shown repeatedly on RTM. 
 
6. International/Regional Meetings 
 
SAM attended FOEI Excom meetings last year as a member of the Executive Committee. 
Besides this SAM participated in several international meetings of FoEI and FoE partners. They 
are 
•  Food Sovereignty Programme Meeting, Budapest, Hungary, 05 - 08 April 2013 - organised 

by FoE Hungary & FoEI  
• Finance & Palm Oil, Jakarta, Indonesia, 03 - 05 July, 2013 - organised by TUK 

(Transformasi untuk Keadilan) Indonesia. 



4 
 

• Environmental Talks II in Cebu, Philippines, 28 – 30 August 2013, - organised by Konrad 
Adenaur Stiftung & University of Cebu, Philippines 

• Economic Justice Resisting Neoliberalism, Seminar and Vale Strategy Workshop in   
 Mozambique – 28 September – 4 October 2013 – organised by FoEI 

•   Reduced Emissions from Deforestation and Degradation of Forests /Blue Carbon Workshop  
 in Maluku, Indonesia, 2 – 5 October 2013 – organised by SSNC 

• Environmental Talks II in Makassar, Sulawesi, Indonesia 10 – 13 December 2013, - 
organised by Konrad Adenaur Stiftung & Universitas Hasanuddin, Makassar, Sulawesi, 
Indonesia. 
 

 
B. Sarawak activities  
 
SAM Marudi office received about 600 visits from communities and outsiders in 2013. These 
visits needed SAM staff to tend to complaints against logging and plantation encroachments 
besides other issues. 
 
SAM helped prepare protest letters for communities in Long Lutin and Long Lilim, Sg Patah, 
Baram on the logging activities in their communal forests. SAM continued our campaign against 
the Murum and Baram Hydro-electric dam projects. The filming for the Bakun Dam video 
production with an external film-maker was completed, edited and ready to be launched in 2014. 
 
SAM also assisted the Baram Penan Women’s Association in the preparation of a 
memorandum on health, education, transport and land matters concerning the Baram women. 
This memorandum was sent to various authorities and it was highlighted through a press 
conference held in Miri. 
 
We also assisted the Sarawak Penan Association (SPA) with their AGM where a discussion on 
community maps for each Penan village ensued. The reason for the community maps is to 
establish a Penan boundary book in 2014.  
 
Ground investigation with communities affected by the proposed expansion of the Sungai 
Asap/Koyan resettlement scheme was carried out to ascertain the number of villages that would 
be affected and the reaction of the people regarding this proposed resettlement expansion. The 
proposed expansion was 5,188.94 ha. 

 
Two capacity building workshops were conducted in Miri and Bintulu to raise community 
awareness. The workshops introduced governance issues in Malaysia; what an EIA process is; 
and starting a residents’ association.  The idea of setting up a residents’ association is to 
empower communities. To date SAM has helped register five associations and there are five 
more in the process of being registered. 
 
SAM with Rh Ludan in Sg Peking organised the Bujang Berani festival to celebrate communal 
strength. It was the coming together of several indigenous communities of different ethnicity to 
harness strength and solidarity in protecting their land, defending their native customary rights 
and resist the encroachment of plantation developers. More than 100 people from the 
longhouses in the Baram, Belaga, Tubau, Sebauh and Niah attended this celebration and took 
part in the activities. The 1.5 day celebration ended with the Sungai Peking declaration signed 
by representatives from 12 longhouses all resoundingly saying no to the impending Baram 
Dam.  
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SAM’s community development project involved planting of 300 meranti trees and 300 kapur 
trees in Long Nen and setting up a mini training centre to promote natural farming with a vermi 
home and vegetable plot in Lubuk Nibung in Rh Willam Endak. SAM purchased 100 gaharu 
(agarwood) plants and these were divided between Long Belok and Long Nen, 40 each and 20 
for UBRA.  In Long Daloh the trees are growing healthily in their nursery and waiting to be 
replanted at their project site. 
 
SAM Sarawak’s lobby and policy work involved: 
 
1. Prepared and shared a draft concept note on recommendations for improving EIA policy. 

SAM has also been invited by the Department of Environment (DoE) to be a part of a focus 
group discussion on improving the effectiveness of EIAs. 

2. SAM conducted the second Annual lawmakers and NGOs meeting in Miri. The focus of this 
meeting was on the tabling of the findings of the SUHAKAM national inquiry report at the 
Sarawak State Assembly.  

3. The FoE Asia Pacific Report called From Policy to Reality was completed in the first half of 
2013. The simultaneous release was done in October 2013. A press statement from FoEI 
was released highlighting the report. This publication was done with FOE-Japan, Korea, 
Australia and SAM, with the assistance of the International Secretariat FOEI in Amsterdam. 

4. SAM staff went on a lobby tour to South Korea, Japan, Brussels, Netherlands and London 
regarding matters concerning the timber industry. 

 
The following mapping work was completed in 2013. 
 
1. One map showing Totally Protected Area i.e. National Parks and Wildlife Sanctuary  
2. One map on plantation licenses issued by Lands & Surveys Department was updated. 
3. One map for License for Planted Forest (LPF), LPF 18 and LPF 3 for the Bintulu area. 
4. A total of 31 full and sketch maps were produced for communities living in Rh Mering, Rh 

Belaja, Rh Mujah, Long Lutin/Luteng, Long Daloh, Long Item, Long Lilim, Loagan Berni, Kg 
Temiang, Sg Asap/Koyan, Rh Chabop, Rh Lobang and Rh Kilat. 

 
Publications that were published in 2013 
 
1. How to set up Residents’ Associations – a step by step guide in BM 
2. Native Customary Rights – in simple form (BM) 
3. Environmental Impact Assessment Brochure & Checklist for communities (BM) 
4. Dams & impacts (BM), English in digital form (to be finalised) 
5. First edition of SAM’s Newsletter (Sarawak news) (BM). 
 


