SAHABAT ALAM MALAYSIA
REPORT OF ACTIVITIES FROM JANUARY TO DECEMBER 2015
During the year, SAM undertook many activities both in Peninsular Malaysia and Sarawak.
This report is in two parts, highlighting the major activities in the two regions of our work viz.
Peninsular Malaysia and Sarawak.
A. PENINSULAR MALAYSIA
1.

Complaints and General Correspondences

SAM took up several environment related issues via complaints from the public and through
the monitoring of newspapers. We followed up on major environmental issues through
sending letters to the authorities, highlighting in the media and sharing in SAM’s Facebook
page. The issues covered a whole range of environmental problems relating to logging, land
reclamation, aquaculture, development on hills, quarrying and mining, forest destruction,
fisheries, environmental pollution, etc.
Among the major issues and campaign followed-up include:
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Field work to document the conversion of forest reserves in Kelantan. Video
documentation was uploaded in Facebook pages and YouTube. Several pictures
capturing the aftermath of the floods in Kelantan were compiled and postcard messages
were drawn up and published in the Utusan Konsumer of May – June 2015.
SAM followed up on a tip-off regarding clearing of hills behind a block of apartments in
Bukit Gambier, Penang. After SAM highlighted the issue in the media, the authorities
stopped the clearing of the hill because the developer has not received approval.
Campaign to designate the Pasir Panjang, Segari-Melintang coast as a conservation
heritage area to save the coastal hill forest and turtle landing area here.
Work with coastal community south of Penang island protesting proposed creation of
three islands to fund several projects under the Penang Transportation Master Plan.
Quarry activities, illegal landfilling of solid waste by the Manjung Municipal Council in
Segari Melintang coastal hill forest.
Offshore tin mining in Sungai Batu, Manjung, Perak – has been suspended temporarily
due to technical difficulties encountered.
Assist indigenous community in Sungkai, Perak to expose logging activities and protest
mini hydro-electric project planned in their territory.
Mangroves degradation due to pollution from glove factory, shrimp farms in Lekir, Perak
Quarry activities in Batu Kawan and Nibong Tebal, Penang.
Campaign to send back solid waste from Australia imported by a company in Perak to
burn in cement kiln.

A survey was conducted around Penang to check on development in the coastal areas and
hills. Land above 250ft and slope above 25° has development restrictions. However, a total
of 124 project proposals on hill land above 250ft and on incline greater than 25 degrees
have been submitted. Fifty-six projects were approved as these were designated as “special
projects”. In 2015 alone there were 35 cases of illegal clearing on hills in Penang.
Major wildlife and animal welfare issues that were followed up in 2015 are as follows:
•

Scrap sturgeon farming project in Pahang – the campaign was successful as the project
was cancelled due to pressure by NGOs and local communities.

•
•
•
•
•
2.

SAM questioned safe-keeping of confiscated ivory kept by the government – only
government audit agency does the auditing and inventory is done by permanent marking
or tagging of the ivory.
Stray problem in the country – attended Federal level meeting and followed up with
letters to voice out against pet shops, irresponsible pet owners, uncontrolled breeding.
Extinction of Sumatran rhinos and rhinos in South East Asia.
Endangered marine life stocked in Light Waterfront Project in Penang – whereby
authorities had allowed research activities on turtles and corals to be grown here.
Albino mousedeer caught by honey collector in Kedah
Seminars, Workshops and Education activities

The annual JARING fisher network meeting cum workshop was held in Shah Alam, Selangor
on 11-12 September 2015. The meeting was attended by 16 fisher communities from six
states. Among the issues raised were problems pertaining to fishing activities and impacts of
coastal reclamation. Actions proposed include strengthening and mobilizing more coastal
communities to protect mangrove forests and replant in degraded areas.
A training programme was conducted in Pulau Langkawi on 30-31 October 2015. The
training on how to make food products from different species of mangrove trees involved 30
participants. The participants comprised of housewives in the fishing village, community
leaders and local community whilst the trainers were from the women’s group of the Penang
Inshore Fishermen Welfare Association.
A dialogue was held between NGOs, fisher community and the authorities on 28 April 2015
in Kampung Teluk Senangin, Segari, Perak. SAM presented our views and threat to the
coastal area especially the last remaining turtle landing area in Pasir Panjang, Perak. The
outcome of the discussion is formation of Rakan Fish in this area whereby the Fisheries
Department will be in constant communication with the community here through the group.
An exhibition and talk was held in Kuala Kangsar, Perak on 14 April 2015 to raise the
awareness of students and communities here on the impact of climate change and the
importance of wetlands and specifically coastal mangroves. Another exhibition was held in
Kampung Bagan Tiang, Perak on 23 May 2015 where this area has been earmarked for
development of aquaculture in the mangrove forests. We aim to raise the awareness of the
community here so that they would protect the remaining belt of mangroves here.
An exhibition was held in Kampung Dew, Perak from 14-16 August 2015. An exhibition on
the importance of mangrove forest and to save the coastal hill forest and turtle landing site
in Segari was held on 17 August 2015. A programme was conducted in Lekir, Perak on 20 –
22 November 2015 whilst an exhibition and mangrove replanting programme was conducted
in Bagan Tiang, Perak on 28-29 November 2015.
SAM also gave talks and held exhibitions in universities. We participated in the UM Law
Faculty Human Rights Discussion Series on 16 October and discussion ensued on
collaboration on research, advocacy for environmental protection and conservation of
natural resources. SAM presented on Human Activities & Climate Change in Universiti
Sains Islam Malaysia on 17 October. Two exhibitions were conducted in Universiti Sains
Malaysia in November and December 2015 to expose environmental issues.

3.

Support for Local Communities

Two new coastal communities were identified to promote community-based coastal
resource management. The communities are from Kampung Ewa in Pulau Langkawi, Kedah
and Pulau Indah in Klang, Selangor. Several meetings were conducted with the
communities in both areas and working papers were prepared for submission to relevant
agencies in the respective areas. In Langkawi the community proposes to establish a
community mangrove education and resource centre. Mangrove replanting activities were
conducted in Langkawi and Pulau Indah with the support of SAM, JARING and agencies.
SAM undertook a project to prepare a draft and localize guideline for ecotourism in
mangrove forests as part of community based coastal resource management in selected
areas in Malaysia. As there are more local communities getting involved in mangroves
ecotourism there is a need to formulate a Guideline so that the initiative is carried out
sustainably and does not pose threats to the mangrove ecosystem. This Guideline is
designed to assist as a tool for coastal mangrove fisher communities and recommends
practical measures for the effective conservation, protection and sustainable use of
mangroves, specifically for ecotourism ventures.
4.

Memoranda

A memorandum on save our mangroves was prepared and submitted to the Prime Minister,
Ministry of Natural Resources and the Environment, Ministry of Agriculture, all Chief
Ministers, State Forestry Department and State EXCO for environment or land. We urged
gazettement of mangrove forests as Permanent Reserved Forest to ensure that they are not
cleared for development and other land use purposes.
Following-up submission of SAM’s memorandum on sand-mining on 19 December 2014, the
Director General of Land and Mines Department invited SAM to present our views in a
workshop to review and improve the River Sand Mining Management Guideline (2012
Amendment) produced by the Drainage and Irrigation Department. Input for amendments to
the guidelines was compiled and several resolutions were made. These resolutions will be
brought to the higher authorities and tabled for discussion at the National Land Council.
5. Press Conference and Press Releases
SAM organized several press conferences and also produced press releases as well as
wrote ‘Letters to the Editor’ on many issues ranging from wildlife matters to environmental
pollution, natural resources depletion and adverse impacts of projects. A total of 39 press
releases and letters to the editor were released on environment and community issues,
whilst 15 letters to the editor were released on wildlife issues during the year.
SAM was invited to RTM’s talk show “Selamat Pagi Malaysia” on 9 January 2015 to speak
on the massive floods in Kelantan which inundated a large area for several days end of 2014.
SAM took the opportunity to raise the importance of forest protection and spoke on the
consequences of converting these forests to tree plantations.
SAM also assisted Al-Jazeera News- English Channel based in Kuala Lumpur in a show
aired on 27th February to coincide with a climate change conference taking place in
Manila. The storyline for this programme was “How Climate Change and the resulting rise in
sea levels could affect coastal communities nationwide”.

6. International/Regional Meetings
SAM hosted the FoE-APAC meeting in Janda Baik, Pahang between 04 and 06 August
2015. Altogether 26 participants from 13 member groups attended the meeting. All southern
groups with the exception of Philippines sent 2 participants to the meeting. The FoEI
chairperson, Jagoda Munic and 3 international programme coordinators attended this
meeting and added value to the discussion.
Participants shared their country reports, discussed the workplans for each programme
under FoEI and made a number of commitments for the coming year. The meeting ended
with a visit to a nearby organic farm.
SAM attended meetings conducted by South East Asia (SEA)-Fish for Justice partners
meeting on February in Thailand and August in Manila to plan out strategies at regional level
to tackle fisheries issues and community based coastal resource management. SAM also
took part in an international symposium and South East Asia fisherwomen festival organized
by SEAFish in Jakarta in December 2015. We accompanied two women representatives
from community-based fisher groups i.e. PIFWA and JARING who presented a paper at the
symposium.
B.

SARAWAK ACTIVITIES

Visitors
There were about 582 visitors to SAM office throughout 2015.
Complaints
Many of them were complainants who wanted their complaints regarding illegal logging on
customary lands, plantation licenses issued on customary lands and non payment of
compensation for customary lands destroyed by logging and plantation companies. Besides
this, staff also assisted complainants by filling up forms for marriage, births, statutory
declaration among others.
Programmes
Bintulu workshop
A workshop was conducted in Bintulu for the Bintulu and Belaga Residents Associations on
23 April 2015. The workshop aimed to share experiences of past activities by the RAs,
strengthen their groups and strategise their future plan of actions. There were 38 participants
and they have a common understanding about the importance of having RAs as a bridge in
achieving their long term goals to restore unity among members and strengthen their
struggle to uphold their rights.
A discussion was conducted on 5-6 July 2015 in Miri, Sarawak to advocate sustainable
agriculture to residents associations.
ADUN workshop
Sometime in October 2015, SAM hosted an ADUN workshop to raise issues with key
Sarawak state assemblypersons so that they could raise them during the state assembly
sittings. Unfortunately only 1 ADUN came as the others were busy during the time we
organised. Baru Bian and Chew Chin Seng have been the consistent law and policy makers
who have diligently raised questions on SAM’s behalf and have shared the answers with
SAM.

Staff Capacity Building
SAM negotiated with the Forestry Department of Peninsular Malaysia to conduct training for
community groups and SAM on forest tree species nursery management in Lentang,
Pahang from 12 to 15 May 2015. The training programme was attended by 18 persons
comprising of local community from Perak, Johor, Penang, Kedah and SAM staff from
Peninsular and Sarawak.
The four training comprised of identification of forest trees, collection of seeds, setting up
nursery, soil preparation, management of nursery, handling of seedlings, transferring,
replanting, etc. It was a hands-on-training and the participants found the training beneficial
and have established their own nursery in their respective communities.
Documents prepared & sent
Penan Book Launch
In 2015, SAM completed a dossier on the plight of the Penan of Sarawak. A book launch
was held at the end of September and early October to showcase the problems of this
community as well as draw attention to the book by SAM.
There were about 3 representatives, 2 of whom Penan who came for the launch. SAM
organised a press conference, a meeting with the European Union delegation, an interview
with BFM and a public forum for the indigenous representatives and SAM staff to share the
plight of Penan and other indigenous communities in Sarawak. The launch was well received.
After the launch and coverage in the news, there were a number of announcements in the
news in relation to the Penan community. The Sarawak government established a
communication and agriculture centre in Long Latik, Sg Apoh in October 2015, this included
a health centre and a nursery in the same place and the construction of a micro hydro in
Long Kerangan by Petronas. Although this did not come as a result of the launch of the
dossier on the Penan, these facilities are as a result of the call by the Penan community in
the Long Sayan declaration many years ago and SAM and SPA’s periodic calls on the
government for improvements to the lives and livelihoods of the Penans.
Press statement on forests
In January 2015, SAM issued press statements regarding the state of the forests in
Malaysia, the rapid deforestation especially in Kelantan, the floods that affected the East
Coast region and the erratic weather, the floods and how the deforestation in the possible
link to deforestation in East Malaysia. The statements were supported with facts and figures.
SAM’s data was used by many groups including political parties but it did not lead to any
changes in policy or law.
Memorandum to Chief Minister of Sarawak
SAM assisted the Long Lama and Marudi Residents Associations to prepare a
memorandum highlighting their high living costs what with the rising cost of goods and
requested the CM to look into their economic status and their livelihoods.
Forestry governance
SAM’s expose on a number of issues concerning deforestation in the state of Perak have
rattled the state government and put them on an alert. The constant bombarding by SAM
through letters, questions put through to the state assembly and exposes through press
conferences have resulted in the government in being more defensive in their responses.

Although there are a number of sympathetic law and policy makers, they are not enough to
thwart the development agenda or change the overall policies in the state. However, SAM’s
work on forestry has attracted a lot more communities complaining and our work with
communities has increased, there are more informal community based organisations that
have been set up monitoring issues concerning forestry and public awareness has increased
through exposes in the press and social media.
Since SAM has good ties with the federal forestry department, SAM intends to focus on
improvements to laws and policies through federal level authorities. With improved and
better forestry practices, there would be lesser destruction.
Website and Social Media
The SAM website was not completed at the end of 2015. However, SAM was active on other
social media platform, namely Facebook. SAM’s work and press statements were all shared
on Facebook and received a lot of media attention. Through this platform, SAM received a
number of invitations to give talks and requests for information, most of which SAM obliged.

